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THE RECTOR’S COLUMN
My dear friends,

As we gave thanks to God for the Consecration and Installation of Gregor our
Bishop on Saint George’s Day, it is apt that we should have found ourselves
reflecting, the following Sunday, upon Jesus the Good Shepherd, who protects and
guides us all as we journey through life.

Shepherding imagery is to be found throughout our sacred scriptures. That this is
so should not surprise us, for Palestine, like our own country, is a land of
mountains and rocky plateaux that lends itself to the keeping of sheep. Indeed,
shepherds with their flocks were a very common sight in biblical times. Unlike
Scotland, however, sheep were not kept primarily for their meat but for their wool.
Hence a shepherd would have cared for his sheep for many years and would come
to know them personally, bestowing upon each a name. The shepherd’s task was
not, however, an easy one. Grass was not plentiful on the mountains of Palestine
and sheep would often be tempted to wander off the plateau, where they could
very easily become trapped in a ravine, attacked by a wild animal or stolen by
some unscrupulous herdsman. Thus, the shepherd had to be strong, patient and
ever watchful as he led his flock from one green pasture to the next.

Throughout the Old Testament God is described as a shepherd, and the people of
Israel as his flock. Psalm twenty-three is the most famous of these passages, but it
is by no means the only one. In the book of the prophet Isaiah it is written that
God: “will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep”, and, in Psalm
ninety-five, traditionally recited at Morning Prayer, it is written: “for he is our
God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.” The
scriptures also declare that the leaders of the people are, likewise, to be faithful
shepherds, and there are dire warnings for those who abandon this care. Indeed, in
the book of the prophet Jeremiah we read: “Woe fo the shepherds who destroy and
scatter the sheep of my pasture!”

Within the New Testament, Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares for his people
and leads them to life-giving pastures. Indeed, in the Gospel of John we read:
“My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal
life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand.” But,
just as the rulers of Israel were given the divine calling to shepherd their people, so
too the leaders of the new Israel were commissioned by the risen Christ to be the
shepherds of their day. Indeed, when Jesus confronts Peter, following his
Resurrection, he urges him to feed his lambs and tend his sheep.

We have inherited this wealth of imagery, spanning millennia, and it is right that
we should continue to call the leaders of God’s Church “fo shepherd the flock”
and to give them, as a symbol of their ministry, the shepherd’s staff. These
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powerfully remind us that we have a shepherd who will support, unite and
encourage us in our common life together. This is good news indeed! But with
Bishop Gregor’s Consecration and Installation, there also comes a challenge to us,
to accept faithfully the leadership of him, whom God has set in authority over us.
Bishop Gregor will be among us offering us his support, his care, and his
encouragement, but he will also be among us to lead us into new pastures where
we will discover God afresh and be renewed in our life together. May we, with joy
and with courage, accept his care and leadership and together enjoy the blessings
of this new Ministry.
With love and prayers,

James

Thanks

Thank you to all who took part in the recent Arts Festival. It was a great
celebration of music and the arts.

Dr Kevin Francis, who recently undertook a placement at St Bride’s, would like to
thank the congregation for their farewell gift and for making him and his wife
Sharon so welcome. He writes: “It has been a joy for us both to be part of, and
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witness to, the ‘new life of St Bride’s.

Can you help?

We are hoping to produce another St Bride’s Cookbook. Please pass your
favourite recipes to the Rector.

We are thinking of holding an auction of gifts and talents in the autumn to raise
money for the Church. If there is something that you would be prepared to offer -
such as an afternoon of gardening, a meal in a local restaurant, a musical recital, or
a day out in the country - please see the Rector.

Forthcoming Events

There will be a Concert in the Church on Saturday 8 May at 7.30 p.m. in aid of
“Help for Heroes”.

Ascension Day falls this year on Thursday 13 May. There will be a Said Eucharist
at 10.00 a.m. and a Sung Eucharist at 7.00 p.m.

There will be a Quiz in the Upper Crypt on Sunday 23 May at 12.30 p.m. There
will be teams of four people and an entrance fee of £5 per person, which includes a
sandwich lunch. All are welcome.

There will be a Chamber Music Concert in the Church on Friday 28 May at 7.30
p.m. See page 10 for further details.
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The Choir of the Second Presbyterian Church, Little Rock, Arkansas will be
giving a free Concert in the Church on Friday 4 June at 7.30 p.m.

There will be a congregational walk around the island of Inchailloch on Loch
Lomond on Saturday 5 June. The island includes an oak woodland, a 13th century
ruined church of St Kentigern who is thought to have founded a community of
nuns on the island in the eighth century and a sandy beach. We will be leaving the
Church in cars at 10.30 a.m. and expect to return home around 4.30 p.m. If you
would like a lift please sign the list at the back of the Church. Likewise, please
sign the list if you are able to offer someone a lift. The walk will be very gentle
and suitable for all abilities. Please bring a packed lunch!

The Scottish Chamber Music Players will be giving a Concert in the Church on
Saturday 5 June at 7.00 p.m. The Programme includes Olivier Messiaen ~ Quartet
for the end of time. Tickets £10 (Concession - £8).

ACTIONAID NEWS

In the latest letter received from Narok, Kenya we are thanked most sincerely for
our generous support in sponsoring our two children, namely Saningo and
Masiany. There are so many developments over a wide area which, without
sponsorship support, could not be achieved.

An official Women’s Group has been formed to care for 30 children who have
been orphaned. ActionAid supported them to plough four acres of land and plant
beans. This will enable them to support continuously the children with nutritious
meals. They sell the surplus to generate some income which helps the children
attend school. Over the past year ActionAid has provided 19 lockable desks in the
local school, which was a great delight for the 38 children who did not have desks
previously. Eighty girls were trained on the negative effects of early and forced
marriage. As a result, 70 of these girls have refused early marriage.

ActionAid is constantly working to improve the conditions, health and education
of these very poor people. They do wonderful work which could not continue
without sponsorship.

We are due to donate £180 in June and the same again in September. At present
we have £130 in funds so we must find £50 very soon. I am hoping to have a
raffle later this month and, with your help, make our target. There will be three of
four prizes (nothing too expensive), all useful, so I am hoping that at £1 please will
you all buy a ticket?

I am still very grateful to all who continue to support us. Thank you so much, and
keep saving your little pennies for the ActionAid fund.

Betty Wright
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU

Our interviewee for May is Father Sydney
Maitland.  Everyone in St Bride’s knows
Sydney and we are grateful for all the work he
does, and has done in the past, to keep St.
Bride’s a vibrant and living church.

Q: Thanks Sydney, for agreeing to be our May
interviewee and my first question is about your
childhood. Can you tell us a little about any
religious influences there were in your
childhood?

Sydney: My father was a staunch Anglo-Catholic and both my paternal
grandfather and, on my father’s side, my uncle had been priests in the
Church of England. My mother was Serbian Orthodox, and we attended the
major church festivals but I did not understand them, as the liturgical
language was Old Church Slavonic, dating back to the 6th century or so, and
making Anglo-Saxon look like a modern fad! Worship at school had been
formal and soulless, so my personal coming to faith took place when I was a
university student in Edinburgh and was a much more direct and personal
encounter with Jesus Christ.

Q. What brought you to St Bride’s?

Sydney: After 15 years looking after St George’s in Maryhill, Eileen and I
had both wanted a rest and for 15 months or so had visited a number of
churches including St Bride’s. We were impressed by the music in the
worship, but above that, it was the depth, strength and authority of the
worship itself. This was more than liturgy or even the Anglo-Catholic ethos:
it was something deep within the heart of the church and its people, which
was determined to worship God without compromise, and that came across
very powerfully.

Q: How long have you been worshipping at St Bride’s
Sydney: 7 years.
Q: What one aspect do you especially like about St Bride’s? And why?

Sydney: I have mentioned the strength of worship in St Bride’s, which
combines liturgy, music, serving and of course the determined devotion of all
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the people. It is however a very passionate congregation in which there are
many people with strong views and emotions who are highly articulate in
expressing them; yet it is held together by the strength of its faith, even when
times have been difficult. There is a controlled exuberance, and a focussed
strength in the devotion and worship of the church which has great authority.
and which I find very attractive, especially when so many are losing their
faith and blaming it on God (apologies, R Kipling).

Q: Is there anything you feel might enhance our common life together in St
Bride’s?

Sydney: This is a time when religion has been placed on the public agenda,
and we therefore have the opportunity to respond with our own experience
and practice of faith. However I think that many of us grew up in a milieu
where speaking about personal faith was not really done and we are rather
reluctant to do so now. I think that if we were freer to talk about these things
within the church we might be bolder in speaking out to family, friends and
other contacts. This is sacrificial as it exposes us to all sorts of rebuke, but I
think that if we could encourage each other in the church, we might then be
freer to speak out outside it. Perhaps we all need greater confidence and
freedom in communicating our faith.

Q: I do agree, and thanks very much for giving us this small insight into your
spiritual life, Sydney . To finish, is there a verse or a quotation or a song or a piece
of music, a painting — anything at all that has been a particular help or inspiration
to you?

Sydney: Perhaps I may offer two verses from scripture: Habakkuk 3: 17-19:
Though the fig tree may not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines; though the
labour of the olive may fail, and the fields yield no food;

Though the flock be cut off from the fold, and there be no herd in the stall
yet I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.

The Lord God is my strength; He will make my feet like deer’s feet,

And He will make me walk on my high hills.

The second is John 15: 1 & 5 (but the whole chapter needs to be studied!)
“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. ...(5) I am the vine and
you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit;
Jor without Me you can do nothing.”

Q. Thanks again, Sydney, for your time and thoughtful and interesting responses.
We hope to have another interviewee in The Oystercatcher next month.



ST BRIDE’S WOMEN'S GROUP

Our second meeting took place in the crypt on 8 April. Fourteen women attended
and the speaker was Sarah Finlay from Starter Packs. At this meeting our
members donated several items to Starter Packs which Sarah gratefully received.

Father James opened the meeting with a prayer and welcomed some new faces.
Charmian Dunlop read from 2 Corinthians 9, v 7 which was relevant to the day’s
topic. Father James then led us in meditation.

As St Bride’s supports Starter Packs, there was some knowledge about the charity.
Starter Packs essentially re-uses household goods and distributes them to those
who were homeless but have been given a tenancy. Very often clients have
nothing and desperately need basic essentials.

Sarah gave a most interesting talk about the start of the group eight years ago in
Govan. Starter Packs is helping to regenerate a poor area as the unit they use had
been empty for years. They recently acquired a van which can be booked to
collect large items and has been very useful.

Starter Packs also opened a charity “retro” shop and a sewing area. This fashion
workroom uses textiles that cannot be distributed to clients. “Girls” from 10 to 82
years are taught to sew. So skills are being taught and the women are gaining in
confidence and self-esteem. Sarah showed samples of some of the innovative
work produced and this will be presented at the first ever fashion show to be held
at the Scottish Parliament.

All items donated to Starter Packs are re-used in some way if they are not used for
the actual packs. Electrical goods in working condition are accepted and tested.
Crockery, bed linen, clothes, toys and general household goods are all welcome.
Clients are referred by Housing Associations, doctors, priests etc. Funds are
obviously required to run the whole operation. They cannot afford to heat the
shop, for instance. It was wonderful, however, to learn that a secret millionaire
had visited Govan recently and had given a generous donation. This will be
screened by Channel 4 in the autumn. Sarah now kickstarts the charity across the
UK. She asked us to spread the word about their work and is happy to talk to any
groups.

Next Meeting

We look forward to our next meeting on Thursday 13 May from 2.30 to 4.00 p.m.
when we will have a demonstration and talk on physical and mental well-being
through the ancient Chinese art of T’ai Chi. But note — you are not expected to
perform!

Please remember our Bring and Buy table which started in a small way last month.
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In addition, those who wish can give a donation in our special piggy bank to cover
running costs.

Those who have cars could perhaps offer a lift to others who may like to come to
the meetings but for one reason or another are unable to get here. Please make
yourself known to Jan or Kathy. Thank you.

Kathy Thomas
IN MEMORIAM

We shall all miss John Ferguson Smith. I will particularly miss his reading of the
Sunday Epistle. He always read as if he knew it and loved it. He had a beautiful
voice and it reached clear to the Lady Chapel without force or strain.

Among his many gifts was an ability to engage the interest and trust of children of
all ages. He used to ring the bell before the service and he spoke immediately to
every child who came through the door. Somehow, he knew what to say to each
one. It was never a standard greeting and was usually a question. Most parents
were astonished to hear their child happily reply instead of staring mute and pop-
eyed at the strange adult and having to be prompted. This became the beginning
of a dialogue which continued whenever that child appeared. Even over many
years the details of past replies were not forgotten.

He had an inexhaustible fund of amusing stories drawn from his life and work, all
told in the appropriate accent. My daughter Genevieve’s favourite is the Indian
pizza delivery boy.

Once, during the rather earnest deliberations of the Mission 21 panel, he was asked
what his first impressions of St Bride’s had been. “I don’t know”, he replied
solemnly, “I couldn’t see out of my pram”.

May he and his beloved wife, Bill, rest in peace.

Elizabeth Briggs

The Treasurer for St Bride's, Suzanne Scott, would like to draw
your attention to the Income & Expenditure accounts displayed on
the notice board at the back of the church. This shows all of the
money in, from all sources, as well as the money spent, within the
financial year to date (from July 2009 to present). Please do have a
look at these, and if there are any queries at all, Suzanne would be
glad to help. Please email her using the email address on the St
Bride's website.
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STARTER PACKS UPDATE

Many thanks again to the generous people of St Bride’s and their friends for the
donations to our charity. As you will see in the article on St Bride’s Women’s
Group (SBWG from now on!) members donated a great selection of items:
washing-up liquid, dish-towels, hand-towels, mugs, toiletries, bedding — too many
to mention, but suffice to say that it took several trips by various members to carry
everything out to Sarah’s van.

Already there are items again piling up for our next delivery. Remember if you
need items collected, please speak to your representatives, Elizabeth Briggs or Jan
Carlisle and they will be happy to collect them.

CONCERT

St Bride’s, Friday 28 May at 7.30 p.m.

Programme includes:

J.S. Bach - Cantata "Ich habe genug" BWV82

Paul Graener (1872-1944)- Eine Singstimme und ein Cello
musizieren. Drei Gedichte von Gerhart Hauptmann Op. 113
(Composed 1943)

Gerald Finzi - Earth and Air and Rain Op.15

George Onslow (1784-1853) - Sonata for Cello and Piano Op.
16 no. 3

Beethoven - Zwolf Variations on "Ein Madchen oder Weibchen"
from the Magic Flute for Cello and Piano Op. 66

Piano - Susannah Wapshott
Cello - Melinda Gourlay
Baritone - Benjamin Weaver

Concert starts at 7.30 p.m.
Tickets £8 (£5 concession)
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ST BRIDE’S CROSSWORD

22
Across Down
1 Take Church of England in mixed 2 Call of a pigeon (3)
agreement (6) 3 Overcome (6)
5 Savoury (5) 4 Flower can be lit up (5)
8 Joyful (6) 5 Cast elk (anagram) (7)
9 “O you hard hearts, you .... men 6 Multiplied a number by itself (7)
of Rome” (Julius Caesar, 7 Screams (5)
Shakespeare) (5) 8 Blocks in traffic (4)
10 The Pole Star (7) 12 Cool van erupts (7)
11 Rescued (5) 13 Damp oil (anagram) (7)
14 “The .... has wither’d from the 15  More things than usual (6)
lake, and no birds sing” (La belle 16  “The .... that men do lives after them”
dame sans merci, Keats) (5) (Julius Caesar, Shakespeare) (4)
17 West Indian folk song (7) 17  Poisonous snake (5)
19 Perthshire town (5) 18  Poppy drug (5)
20 Country is about real (6) 21  Bird in the mud (3)
22 Fragrance (5)
23 Gallery, in a rainstorm use Compiled by Lily Bland

umbrella (6)

Solution next month
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ROTAS
Date Coffee Counting

2 May June Roach Alison Gifford
Betty Wright Jonathan Lord

9 May Jeanette Fenyd Andrew Lockyer
June Roach Michael Rae

16 May Anne Currie Elizabeth Black
David Fergus Mary Sillitto

23 May Jan Carlisle Alison Gifford
Kathy Thomas Jonathan Lord

30 May Anne Currie Anne Currie
Eileen Walker Christopher Black

SOLUTION TO LAST MONTH’S CROSSWORD

Across 1 Antonia, 5 Cramp, 8 Doric, 9 Reactor, 10 Stirrup, 11 Eased,

12 Hyenas, 14 Suffix, 17 Music, 19 Absence, 22 Initial, 23 Irish, 24 Geese,
25 Refuses

Down 1 Andes, 2 Termite, 3 Nicer, 4 Abrupt, 5 Chateau, 6 Altos,

7 Paradox, 12 Hemming, 13 Ascribe, 15 Fancies, 16 Mahler, 18 Shire,

20 Stiff, 21 Ethos

THE OYSTERCATCHER

Editor: Jonathan Lord, 11 Melrose Gardens, Glasgow, G20 6RB
Telephone: 0141 946 5045 Fax: 0141 626 1416
E-mail: jel@rsacmotorsport.co.uk

Publication date is the first Sunday of each month; copy deadline is the last
Sunday of the month. The Oystercatcher is the bird traditionally known as "the
servant of St Bride". Contributions can be sent to the Editor or left in the folder
at the back of the church. As the folder isn’t checked every week, post, fax or e-
mail are best for urgent contributions.
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SERVICES

St Bride's is a Church in the Catholic tradition. The main act of worship on Sundays is the
Sung Eucharist at 10.30 a.m., which is followed by coffee and fellowship in the Crypt.
On weekdays the services are as follows:

Mon: Evensong 5.30 p.m. The Eucharist (1970) 6.00 p.m.
Tues: The Eucharist (1982) 8.15 a.m.

Wed: Evensong 5.30 p.m. The Eucharist (1970) 6.00 p.m.
Thur: The Eucharist (1970) 10.00 a.m.

Sat: 2nd Saturday Rosary and Votive Mass of Our Lady (1982) 12.00 noon
4th Saturday The Eucharist (1982) with prayers for healing 12.00 noon
Choral Evensong and Benediction is on the third Sunday of the month at 3.30 p.m.

READINGS AT THE SUNG EUCHARIST

2 May Acts 11, v 1-18
Fifth Sunday of Easter Psalm 148
Revelation 21, v 1-6
John 13, v 31-35
9 May Acts 16, v 9-15
Sixth Sunday of Easter Psalm 67
Revelation 21, v 10,22 -22,v 5
John 14, v 23-29
13 May Acts 1, v 1-11
Ascension Day Psalm 93

Ephesians 1, v 15-23
Luke 24, v 44-53

16 May
Seventh Sunday of Easter

Acts 16, v 16-34

Psalm 97

Revelation 22, v 12-14, 16-17, 20-21
John 17, v 20-26

23 May Genesis 11, v 1-9
The Day of Pentecost Psalm 104, v 24-34
Acts 2, v 1-21
John 14, v 8-17
30 May Proverbs 8, v 1-4, 22-31
Trinity Sunday Psalm 8
Romans 5, v 1-5
John 16, v 12-15
6 June 1 Kings 17, v 17-24
Trinity 1 Psalm 30

Galatians 1, v 11-24
Luke 7, v 11-17
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Sat
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Tue
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Thur
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri

Sat

KALENDAR FOR MAY/JUNE

Philip & James, Apostles
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Feria

Feria

Feria

Feria

Feria

Julian of Norwich, ¢ 1413
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Rogation Monday
Rogation Tuesday
Rogation Wednesday
Ascension Day
Matthias, Apostle

Feria

Seventh Sunday of Easter
Feria

Feria

Feria

Feria

Helena, c 330

Feria

Day of Pentecost

Feria

Bede, The Venerable, 735

Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop,

c 604

Feria

Feria

Feria

Trinity Sunday

The Visit of Mary to Elizabeth

Justin of Rome, Martyr, ¢ 165
Feria

Corpus Christi

John XXIII, Bishop of Rome,
1963

Boniface of Mainz, Bishop,
Missionary & Martyr, 754

Workers

Life and Ministry of St Bride’s
Action Aid

Save the Children

Christian Aid

Oxfam

Age Concern

Spiritual Writers

Life and Ministry of St Bride’s
Arable Farmers

Market Gardeners

Fruit Growers

The Faithful Departed

The People of Ethiopia
Hyndland Parish Church

Life and Ministry of St Bride’s
Bishop’s House, Iona

St Drostan’s Lodge, Glenesk
The College, Millport

Scottish Churches House

The People of St Helena
Travellers

Life and Ministry of St Bride’s
St Peter’s, Partick

Historians

Archbishop Rowan Williams

The Church Army

The Mission to Seafarers

The Mothers’” Union

Life and Ministry of St Bride’s
Expectant Mothers

Philosophers

Bishop Gregor

Life and Ministry of St Bride’s
Pope Benedict XVI

The People of Germany



