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THE RECTOR’S COLUMN

My dear friends,

Wandering through the city one could be forgiven ifoagining that
Christmas had already arrived. The streets atedieed with fairy lights,
Christmas carols ring out from every corner, theesmarkets are stacked
high with mince pies and turkeys and in every lar f@staurant, groups of
people are enjoying their annual Christmas Party.

Ironically, all these wonderful sights will havesdppeared before the great
festival of Christmas is over. By the time we gatio celebrate the coming
of the Magi, the decorations will have been takewrm and the carols
switched off. The party food will have disappeaimrean the supermarket
shelves and the pubs and restaurants that oncededth people will be
depressingly empty. The only hint of colour wiinoe from the newly
erected posters of bronzed couples relaxing oraalbbeneath a slogan
urging us to book our summer holidays now.

The tragedy of our society, so evident during tiog/ season, is that it
looks forward so desperately to some future evauttwhen that event
arrives it is unable to enjoy it, because it i®adty looking forward to
something else.

Though we also look forward with eager anticipatiorChristmas some
four weeks before the presents are opened, thersedgdvent does not
anticipate our annual celebration of the birth bfi€t. Rather, it helps us
prepare for it, so that, when the great day arriwesmay truly enjoy it. At

the heart of this season of preparation is thetgattreat from the hustle
and bustle of this world to a place of peace aadquillity, where we may
meditate upon Christmas and upon its meaning foliees.

It is never easy to find space for prayer and céfi@ when we are
constantly being told that the success or failufeoor Christmas
celebrations will depend upon the quality of thegents we buy, the
pedigree of our home grown organic turkey, andhbtightness of our
Christmas decorations. But in the midst of thendar, our faith suggests
to us that the joy of Christmas depends not upesetlthings but upon an
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appreciation of that wonderful truth, so beautifuixpressed by John
Betjeman in his poem ‘Christmas’ that “God was rindPalestine and lives
today in Bread and Wine.”

With love and prayers,

Fr James

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

TheBBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra (SSO) Clulwill be hosting a concert in
the Church on Monday 14 December at 7.30 p.m.

There will be aDpen House at the Rectoryor the people of St Bride's and the
East End Team Ministry on New Year's Day from Migida 4.00 p.m. All are
welcome to come along for something to eat andkdfior catering purposes
please sign the list at the back of the Churcloif flope to be there.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

For some years | have been engaged with reseacminfamily history. Just
this weekend, | was working on one particular braofcmy family, and | found a
connection to your church.

DINAH FOULGER (my relative) was married to a WILLM\KAY at St Bride's
on 10 December 1909, so | am assuming that etibdfdulgers or the Kays were
already members of the St Bride's congregation.atWt like to know is if any
descendants of Dinah's and William's are perhalbsngtmbers of your church,
possibly grandchildren or great-grandchildren, aiido - if you would perhaps
pass my email on to them?

| am planning another trip to Scotland in 2010 isitwith all my Scottish
relatives (many of whom still live in the Old Kilgak area), and would love to
include any descendants of the Foulgers, if passibl

Thank you so much for your help.

Sincerely,

ANDRE STRYDOM MMus, LTCL

2210 West 35th Avenue, Pine Bluff, AR 71603-5758jted States of America
Email: maestrol@cablelynx.com



SPECIAL CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Sunday 20 December
3.30 p.m. - Christmas Carol Service

Thursday 24 December - Christmas Eve
10.00 a.m. - Eucharist

11.30 p.m. - Midnight Mass of the Nativity

(with Procession and Blessing of the Crib)

Friday 25 December - Christmas Day
10.30 a.m. - Sung Eucharist & Procession

Saturday 26 December - St Stephen
Midday - Eucharist

Sunday 27 December - The First Sunday after Christmas
10.30 a.m. - Sung Eucharist

Monday 28 December - The Holy Innocents
5.30 p.m. - Evensong
6.00 p.m. - Eucharist

Tuesday 29 December - St John the Evangelist
8.15 a.m. - Eucharist

Friday 1 January - The Naming of Jesus
10.30 a.m. - Eucharist

Sunday 3 January - The Feast of the Epiphany
10.30 a.m. - Sung Eucharist & Procession

For details of other services during the Christmas period pleage s
the Calendar of Events.



R.I.P.

The Reverend John Farrant, who was Rector of 8teBrfrom 1973 until 1981,
died in London on Sunday 22 November. John angdviacame to St. Bride's
after several years in Papua New Guinea. Duheg time in Glasgow, their
daughters Debbie and Rachael completed their sappaeducation and joined the
Army. Once they were settled in their careersnJahd Marjory returned to
Papua New Guinea. John always said that the ffeayspent at St. Bride's were
the happiest for them as a family. During thogghteyears, the congregation
increased in numbers and involvement with thedifthe parish, not least because
of the close involvement of each of them with tbegregation. It was truly a
family ministry. Marjory died suddenly in 2005liondon. May he and Marjory
rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen

Elizabeth Briggs

Fr Farrant’s funeral took place on London on TuegdaDecember. It is hoped
to have a Requiem Mass at St Bride’s in the New. Yea

STARTER PACKS NEWS

Jan and | made several trips to Starter PacksweMber. Thank you to everyone
who gave household and electrical goods to the ip@ople who are being helped
to start a new home.

If you have anything to donate that you can’t briagchurch, please speak to
Brian, Douglas, Jan or me about collecting it frpon. We also collect from
friends and neighbours.

Please also think of Starter Packs when you @heaupermarket, particularly as
we approach Christmas. Store cupboard food lilstapand tinned fruit and
vegetables are really appreciated.

The GFI — Glasgow Furniture Initiativewill collect unwanted furniture and white
goods for re-sale or recycling. Call them on 0336 6286.

Please pray for the Starter Packs workers andhimtany needy people in
Glasgow.

Elizabeth Briggs



ST BRIDE’S CROSSWORD

Across

1 Old stringed instrument (4)

4 Type of grass (5)

8 Unlawful (7)

9 Mature (4)

10 shy (5)

12  Singer (anagram) (6)

15 Expand (6)

17  Coralisland (5)

19 Three Wise Men (4)

20 Then .... in those Wise Men
Three (The First Nowell) (7)

21 Call loudly (5)

22 Snug (4)

Down

The Muslim world (5)

Transparent (5)

United Nations Star (6)
Unbending — a right little saint! (8)
Fifty up in flower (5)

Ancient inhabitant of Scotland on
Yorkshire river causes a scene (7)
Skin disease (8)

Tarnished by being so idle (6)
The four weeks before Christmas (6)
Photographs (5)

Room at the Top (5)

Fairy tale giants (5)

Compiled by Lily Bland
Solution next month



BBGSCOTTISH SYMPHONY CLUB

Christmas
Evening Concert

Monday 14 December 2009 at 7.30pm
BBC SSO String Ensemble
Led by Greg Lawson
Programme
Bach - Brandenburg Concerto No.3,
Mendelssohn - Octet in E flat

St. Bride’s Church

69 Hyndlahd Road
Glasgow G12 9UX

Tickets (at the door) £5.00
Club Members £3.50, Students £2
Includes interval refreshments

Please bring donations for the Raffle

54[[ We [Come

- Next concert: 15" February 2010 (City Halls Recital Room)




ROTAS
Date Coffee Counting
6 December Anne Currie Jonathan Lord
Betty Wright Andrew Lockyer
13 December  Jeanette Feny Anne Currie
June Roach Alison Gifford
20 December  Anne Currie Mary Sillitto
David Fergus Elizabeth Black
27 December  Jan Carlisle Christopher Black
Brian Carlisle Michael Rae

SOLUTION TO LAST MONTH'S CROSSWORD

Across 1 Cockles, 5 Tolls, 8 Doric, 9 Funeral, 10 &ieg 11 India, 12
Cottas, 14 Angela, 17 Arabs, 19 Excited, 22Beé¢, 23 Lanky, 24 Rebel, 25
Leopard

Down 1 Codas, 2 Corbett, 3 Locum, 4 Safari, 5 Tansi® Lurid, 7 Sultana,
12 Chamber, 13 Arsenal, 15 Estonia, 16 RevéalAd Lib, 20 Cello, 21
Dryad

THE OYSTERCATCHER

Editor: Jonathan Lord, 11 Melrose Gardens, Glasgow, 6
Telephone: 0141 946 5045 Fax: 0141 626141
E-mail; jcl@rsacmotorsport.co.uk

Publication date is the first Sunday of each mooatipy deadline is the last
Sunday of the month. The Oystercatcher is thetbaditionally known as "the
servant of St Bride". Contributions can be sertheoEditor or left in the foldef
at the back of the church. As the folder isn't dteetevery week, post, fax or
mail are best for urgent contributions.
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11
SERVICES
St Bride's is a Church in the Catholic traditiofhe main act of worship on Sundays is
the Sung Eucharist at 10.30 a.m., which is followgdcoffee and fellowship in the
Crypt.

On weekdays the services are as follows:

Mon: Evensong 5.30 p.m. The Eucharist (1970) 6.00 p.m.
Tues: The Eucharist (1982) 8.15 a.m.

Wed: Evensong 5.30 p.m. The Eucharist (1970) 6.00 p.m.
Thur: The Eucharist (1970) 10.00 a.m.

Sat: 2nd Saturday Rosary and Votive Mass of Our Ladg2)9.2.00 noon

4th Saturday The Eucharist (1982) with prayershtmaling 12.00 noon

Choral Evensong and Benediction is on the thirdd&ayrof the month at 3.30 p.m.

READINGS AT THE SUNG EUCHARIST

6 December Malachi 3, v 1-4
Advent 2 Luke 1, v 68-79The Benedictus Dominus)
Philippians 1, v 3-11
Luke 3,v 1-6
13 December Zephaniah 3, v 14-20
Advent 3 Psalm 126
Philippians 4, v 4-7
Luke 3,v 7-18
20 December Micah 5, v 2-5a
Advent 4 Psalm 80, v 1-7

Hebrews 10, v 5-10
Luke 1, v 39-45

24 December Isaiah 52, v 7-10
Christmas Eve Psalm 98
Hebrews 1, v 1-4
John1,v1-14
25 December Isaiah 9, v 2-7
Christmas Day Psalm 96
Titus 2, v 11-14
Luke 2,v 1-14
27 December 1 Samuel 2, v 18-20, 26
Christmas 1 Psalm 148

Colossians 3, v 12-17
Luke 2, v 41-52
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December
1 Tue
2 Wed
3  Thur
4 Fri
5 Sat
6 Sun
7 Mon
8 Tue
9 Wed

10 Thur
11 Fri
12 Sat
13 Sun
14 Mon
15 Tue
16 Wed
17 Thur
18 Fri
19 Sat
20 Sun
21 Mon
22 Tue
23 Wed
24  Thur
25 Fri
26 Sat
27 Sun
28 Mon
29 Tue
30 Wed
31 Thur

January
1 Frn
2 Sat

KALENDAR FOR DECEMBER/JANUARY

Charles de Foucald, Hermit, 1916

Nicholas Ferrar, Deacon, 1637
Francis Xavier, Missionary, 1552

Hermits
All who liveGiammunity
Peoplerafia

Clement of Alexandria, Teacher, c210 Christigologists

Feria
Advent 2
Ambrose of Milan, Bishop &
Teacher, 397
Conception of Mary
Feria
Feria
Feria
Feria
Advent 3
John of the Cross, Teacher, 1591
Feria
Ember Day
Feria
Ember Day
Ember Day
Advent 4
Thomas, Apostle
Feria
Feria
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
Stephen, Deacon & Martyr
Christmas 1
The Holy Innocents
John, Apostle & Evangelist
Josephine Butler, 1905
John Wycliffe, Priest, 1384

The Naming of Jesus
Seraphim of Sarov, 1833

Philosophers
Life and Ministry of St Bride’'s
Hymn writers

Expectant Mothers
Action Aid
Shelter
Starter Packs, Glasgow
Oxfam
Life and Ministry of St Bride's
Poets
St Peter’s, Partick
Vocations to the Ministry
Hyndland Parish Church
Vocations to the Ministry
Vocations to the Ministry
Life and Ministry of St Bride’s
The church in India
The homeless
The lonely
Children
Peace for all people
Those persecuted for their faith
Life and Ministry of St Bride’s
Innocent victims
St John'’s, Baillieston
The oppressed
Translators

Families
Mystics



